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that Japan is engaged in solving the Korean problem under
the close observation of the world, and that upon her success
or failure depends largely her international reputation.
That being so, it may be taken for granted that great care
will be taken to uphold that reputation, for, as we have
seen, this has been the strongest motive of the Japanese in
all their efforts. Prince Ito assured the meeting referred to,
that Japan will make justice and equality the dominant
ideas in her treatment of the Koreans, and will labour
steadily to lead them into the paths of progress. At the
same time, he said, the fate of Korea may be said to be in
the hands of the Koreans themselves. During my residence
in Japan I was closely in touch with Prince (then Mr.) Ito,
and therefore can claim to know a good deal about the man
who is responsible for political conditions in Korea, and,
moreover, I have not only read what has been said or written
about the country in recent years, but I have also obtained
information direct from friends who are actively engaged in
the administrative work of Korea, and from others in Japan
who know the facts accurately. It is, of course, impossible
to enter into the detailed discussion of all the problems
which have arisen, all that can be attempted meantime is an
outline of the more important events, and a short statement
of present conditions. I cannot hope that that statement
will please all parties, but I shall endeavour to make it as
fair as possible. The critics of Japan should remember a
little more carefully than some of them seem to do, that the
task of Japan in Korea is very hard, not only on account
of the complexity of the problems involved, but also because
of the difficulty of securing reliable agents to cany out the
details of the work. Japan is still in a transition stage, and
is fully able to utilise all her best men, and for the work in
Korea she has not always been able to secure the services of
those who were best able to uphold her reputation. Some
of those in subordinate positions have made serious mistakes,
and others may have acted in an arbitrary or even a cruel
manner, but it is unfair to the Japanese Government to